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The objective of this webcast is to teach participants about the concepts and practice of adaptive management in 

agricultural production. The foundation of adaptive management is a rigorous and objective evaluation of 

management practices at the field level combined with a deliberate process to learn from the evaluations to 

make better decisions in the next season. This allows farmers and their advisors to fine tune their management 

to improve profitability and efficiency. Adaptive management processes are most developed in the area of 

nitrogen management of corn with documented reductions in N fertilizer use of 25-35 pounds per acre and 

decreases in whole farm N balances of up to 30%. Examples of successful adaptive management projects will 

be discussed and guidance for the establishment and implementation of adaptive management programs for 

improved nitrogen use efficiency of corn will be shared. An application for continuing education credit for 

Certified Crop Advisors (CCAs) and members of the American Registry of Professional Animal Scientists 

(ARPAS) has been submitted.  

 

Tom Morris is a professor and extension specialist in soil fertility and nutrient management 

in the Department of Plant Science and Landscape Architecture at the University of 

Connecticut. He is the chair of the NEERA 1002 Coordinating Committee on Adaptive 

Nutrient Management and the Presiding Leader of the American Society of Agronomy’s 

Community on Adaptive Nutrient Management. His research program generates data to 

improve the management of nitrogen and phosphorus in corn production. His extension 

program uses methods developed in the field of adult learning to help farmers adopt 

improved methods of managing nitrogen and phosphorus. Tom has worked with farmers, 

scientists, extension educators, agricultural consultants, NRCS, farmer and industry groups, the environmental 

community and regulatory agencies to explore how the concepts of adaptive management can be integrated into 

existing farming operations, recommendations, incentive payments, and regulations. He is optimistic that 

programs relying on adaptive management concepts can increase the efficiency and profitability of food 

production.  He received his Ph.D. in Soil Science from Iowa State University. Phone: 860-486-0637; Email: 

thomas.morris@uconn.edu 

 

Quirine Ketterings is an Associate Professor at Cornell University working in Nutrient 

Management in Agricultural Systems and the Nutrient Management Spear Program. She 

receieved a M.Sc. degree in Soil and Water from Wageningen University and Research 

Center in the Netherlands and a Ph.D. in Environmental Sciences from The Ohio State 

University. Dr. Ketterings interests include: whole-farm nutrient management for dairy 

operations, the use of manure and compost for fertility management, fertilizer guidelines 

for yield and quality of field crops, and indicators of environmental impact of nutrient 

management practices. Phone: (607) 255-3061; Email: qmk2@cornell.edu 

 

How Do I Participate? 

On the day of the webcast, go to http://www.extension.org/pages/Live_Webcast_Information to download the 

speaker’s power point presentations and connect to the virtual meeting room. First time viewers should also 

follow the steps at: http://www.extension.org/pages/How_Do_I_Participate_in_a_Webcast%3F.  
 
The LPE Learning Center is a project dedicated to the vision that individuals involved in public policy issues, animal production, and delivery of technical services for 

confined animal systems should have on-demand access to the nation's best science-based resources. See our website at: 
http://www.extension.org/animal+manure+management. 
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