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Section 2 Nutrient Management Regulations 
Review Questions

1. What are the two elements of nutrient management? 

2. Why are nutrient management regulations in place? 

3. What USDA agency oversees the 590 nutrient management standard? 

4. List three purposes of the 590 standard. 

5. What is an instance when state agencies might get involved in nutrient management? 

6. In most cases, how many animal units will a farm have to enter CAFO/AFO status? 

7. Give an example of a local manure management regulation. 

8. In agricultural watersheds, what are two nutrients causing impaired waters. 



Section 2 Nutrient Management Regulations Review Answers
1. What are the two elements of nutrient management? 
a. ensure adequate nutrients are available for the crop to be grown while 2) reducing the potential for surface and groundwater contamination 

2. Why are nutrient management regulations in place? 
a. to protect environmentally sensitive areas from manure and nutrient runoff 

3. What USDA agency oversees the 590 nutrient management standard? 
a. Natural Resources Conservation Service 

4. List three purposes of the 590 standard. 
a. To budget, supply, and conserve nutrients for plant production. 
b. To minimize agricultural nonpoint source pollution of surface and groundwater resources. 
c. To properly utilize manure or organic by-products as a plant nutrient source. 
d. To protect air quality by reducing odors, nitrogen emissions (ammonia, oxides of nitrogen), and the formation of atmospheric particulates. 
e. To maintain or improve the physical, chemical, and biological condition of soil. 

5. What is an instance when state agencies might get involved in nutrient management? 
a. Special permits, CAFO/AFO permits, Notice of Discharge 

6. In most cases, how many animal units will a farm have to enter CAFO/AFO status? 
a. Over 1000 

7. Give an example of a local manure management regulation. 
a. Manure storage ordinance, 
b. Time of year application 

8. In agricultural watersheds, what are two nutrients causing impaired waters. 
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